BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON

*He said few people had intellectual resources sufficient to
forego the pleasures of wine. They could not otherwise con-
trive how to fill the interval between dinner and supper.

'One evening at Mrs Montagu's, where a splendid com-
pany was assembled, consisting of the most eminent literary
characters, I thought he seemed highly pleased with the
respect and attention that were shewn him, and asked him
on our return home if he was not highly gratified by his visit:
"No, Sir, (said he,) not highly gratified; yet I do not recollect
to have passed many evenings with fewer objections."

'Though of no high extraction himself, he had much
respect for birth and family, especially among ladies. He
said, "adventitious accomplishments may be possessed by all
ranks; but one may easily distinguish the born gentle-
woman"

*He said, "the poor in England were better provided for,
than in any other country of the same extent."

'He advised me, if possible, to have a good orchard. He
knew, he said, a clergyman of small income, who brought up
a family very reputably which he chiefly fed with apple
dumplins.9
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